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Significance: Detailed breakdown of coins to be struck, including quantity of each 
denomination; Barber’s estimate of number of die pairs required to strike given 
quantities of various denominations; in general Barber estimated 50,000 coins per 
working die pair, a figure he used frequently throughout the entire correspondence; 
we do not have any accurate information comparable to this. In addition, the cor- 
respondence informs us that it took Barber about two weeks to make master hubs and 
dies, and that the preparation of the working dies took another 5 days to complete, fol- 
lowed by 5 more days to strike 200,000 coins. 
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WEMEZYELA “< 


New York, June the 27th, 1902. 





NiW) EWAN YORK 


To Chas E. Barber Esq, 
Engraver at the Mint Cervice 
Philadelphta, Pa. 
Sir: 

By order of my Covernment [ hereby authorize you to make the dies 
necessary for the coinage of five and two Solivares pieces and also hubs 
for the reverse of said coins bearing the date 1902. These dies and hubs 
are to be delivered to the Superintendent of the Philadelphia Mint for 
the intended coinage and held as property of the Venezuelan Covernment. 

Yours faithfully. 
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of 1 Case marked: Director of tne Mint at Philadelphia 
forwarded today by the United States Express Company. 





Instruments originaux: (5 et 2 Bolivares) 


two 


Tetes, 


tay) 


Revers, - Isoles 


41 Lettres, chiffres et Grenetis 
(5 Bolivares) 


2 Tetes 
- Matrices 
2 Revers, . Generaux 
2 Tetes . ‘a 
- Poingons 
2 Revers, 
Instruments de reproduction:( - " - ) 
‘2 Tetes, 
“2 Revers, - Matrices 
1 piece (Lettres, chiffres et Grenetis ) 
(5 Bolivares 
2 Tetes 
- Poincons 
2 Revers, ; 
1 Echantillon d'une piece de 5 Bolivares 
1 ae "= & - 2 Bolivares 





64 pieces totaux 
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The Director of the Mint at Philadelphia, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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G. AMSINCK & C+ 
6-9 Hanover Srreet. 


Dregootéx TELgGRaFioa: 


AMSINCK. New York, 28th June, 1902. 


Chas. E. Barber, HEsq., 
Superintendent's Office, Engraver's Dept., 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
Dear Sir, 

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your valued favor 
of yesterday informing us that the two new hubs for the coin- 
age of the 

400,000 - 5 bolivar silver pieces and 

250,000 - 2 bolivar silver pieces 
wil cost $ 125.00 each, or a total of 8 250.00, and that the 
cost. of the Dies will be $ 20.00 per pair. 

As the number of pieces, as specified above, are: 

300,000 — 5 bolivar and 

200,000 - 2 bolivar, 
the Dies required for said coinage are, according to your cal- 
culation, 

3 pairs for the 5 bolivar pieces,at $ 20. ea. $ 60.00 
5 pairs for the 2 bolivar pieces,at $ 20. ea. " 100.00 
and cost of the 2 hubs " 250.00 
or a total of | $ 410.00 


We accept your offer and request you to commence 
the work at once.for our account. 


The necessary instruments of reproduction will be 
delivered to you by the Acting Superintendent of the Mint at 
your City, whom we address to-day on the subject. 

Enclosed please find the official authority from 
the Venezuelan Consul General at this port to make the above 
mentioned Dies and hubs, which we request you to deliver to 
the Superintendent of the Mint at your City.as soon as ready. 

We are, Dear Sir, 


Yours very truly, 


a 
\ 


G. AMSINCK & C* 


' 6-9 Hawover Street. 


*, 
Drexooién TELEGRAFIOA: 


AMSINCK. New York, 5th July, 1902. 


Chas. E. Barber, Esq., 
Superintendent's Office, Engraver's Dept., 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
Dear Sir, 

In reply to your favor of the 3rd inst. we beg to- 
say that the order given you for Dies and Hubs is for account 
of Banco de Venezuela, and, therefore, reports of political 
disturbances in that country will make no diference whatever 
in said order. 

We are just in receipt of a cable message from said 
Bank requesting us to hasten the coinage as much as possible. 
We, therefore, request you to inform us when do you expect to 
have the Dies and Hubs ready. 

We are, Dear Sir, 


Yours: verye truly, 





G. AMSINCK & Cu. 
6-9 Hanover STRexr. 


New York, 21st July, 1902. 


Drrgoor6én TRLEGRAVIOA : 
AMSINCK. 





Chas. E. Barber, Esq., 
Superintendent's Office, Engraver's Dept., 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
Dear Sir, a 

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your valued favor 
of the 17th inst. informing us that the hubs for the reverse 
of the two coins, namely, 5 and 2 bolivar pieces, also the 
coinage dies for the avobe coins were made, and hope that, ac- 
cording to our instructions given in our letter of the 28th 
ulto., same have been delivered to the Superintendent of the 
Mint at your oity. . 

We thank you very much for the promptness in the ex- 
ecution of said order, and have now the pleasure to hand you 
herein our check for $ 410.00 in settlement of your bill, 
which we enclose herewith and request its return receipted. 

We also received the two coins sent as specimens. . 

We are, Dear Sir, 


Yours very truly, 


Copy 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 


Bureau of the Mint, 


Washington, May 21, 1903. 


John H. Landis, Esq., 
Supt. Mint United States, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Sir.- 
The Government of Venezuela has made application to have 
the following silver coinage executed at your Mint. 


400,000 pieces of 5 beclivares 
n 


500,000" 2 " 
800,000 " n oq " 
200,000 " " 50 centimos 
400,000 " " 25 00 


They desire 200,000 pieces of 5 bolivares to be coined as 
early as practicable. I will thank you to inform me by return 
mail how soon you could execute this coinage and also the amount 
of fine silver you would require for the same. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) R. E. Preston, 
Acting birector of the Mint. 
Ss. 


K. 


(144,675 oz. fine silver) 


G. AMSINCK & C4. 
P. O. Box 242. 


- 
Drrxocion TELEGRAFIOA: 


AMSINCK. New York, May 25th., 1903. 


Chas. Ee Barber, HSq., 
Engraver, Mint of the United States at 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
Dear Sir, 

We take pleasure in acknowledging due receipt of your letter 
ef the 22nd, inst., contents of which we have carefully noted. 

The last three coins you refer to, as you correctly supposed, 
are marked in list as 2 decimos 1 B --- one decittos 86/100 B - and 
5 centimos 25/100 B and are the same as one Bolivar, 50 centimos and 
25 centimos. We desire to have coins of the current year, therefore 

the specimens-of the 
please do the necessary. Unfortunately we have not“the ooins to be 
made, but have written by last week's mail to the bank in Venezuela 
to send us some of each kind; as goon as we receive them, we shail 
forward them to you. 

We also received inquiries from the Treasury Department, Bureau 
of the Mint, Washington, in regard to this matter of coining. Kindly 
take note that we are replying to then, eivine the lh 
preparing the required three (3) pairs of dies to coin the 200,000%of 5 
Bolivares desired. We understand that it will take about two 2) weeks 
to prepare these dies and then 5 days for the execution of the coinage. 


We (are) alsc are informed that the amount of silver required for the 


coinage of 200,000 pieces of 5 Bolivares is 144,575 fine ounces. Will 


you kindly let us know, at your earliest, when you wish us to send the 
silver. Yours ver “s 
y truly - 








G. AMSINCK & C4 
P. O. Box 242. 


Drreooién TELE@RarFICA: New York, May 28th. 9 1903, 
AMSINCK. 


Chas. E. Barber, ESGe, 
Engraver, Mint of the United States, 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 

Dear Sir, 

In reply “ your favor of yesterday's date, we beg to ask you, 

at once 

as already stated in our letter of the 25th. inst., to kindly prepare 
the three pairs :of dies for the coinage of 200,000 Five Bolivares 
pieces. We note that the cost is at $20.00 per pair and are conform 
with same. 

As to the other dies to be made, we are awaiting the necessary 
instructions from the Venezuelan Government, which we will communicate 


to you as soon as we receive them. 


Yours. very truly, 


G. AMSINCK & C+ 
P. 0. Box 242, 


Dmeoordy Terxorarioa: New York, June 16th., 1903. 
AMSINCK. 


Chas. E. Barber, Esq-, 
Engraver at the United States Mint, 
PHELLAD EDP H LB, Pa. 
Dear Sir, 

In reply to your favor of the 15th.’ inst., we beg to say that 
we are not ready to order the coinage of the 20 Bolivares gold coins, 
we only were requested to inquire into the estimate of same and have 
asked the Washington Office to kindly give us the information. We 
will certainly bear in mind though that the necessary dies will have 
to be made and when we receive the order for the coinage, we will 
communicate with you. 


Very truly yours, 


G. AMSINCK & C+ 
P. 0. Box 242, 


Dreroorém TxrxaRarioa: 


AMSINCK. 
New York, June 18th., 1903. 


Chas. E. Barber, HEsq-, 
Engraver at the United States Mint, 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
Dear Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 17th., we beg to say that 
as we wish that the coinage of the 200,000 pieves Five Bolivares 
be made without any delay and as you state that two more pairs 
of dies are needed, you will please proceed at once to prepare 
them. We now understand that we are to make the payment of these 
engravings to you personally and we shall do s0, as soon as you 
send us your bill. We have sent the silver for the coinage today. 

we are, dear Sir, . 


Yours very truly, 


ee 


G. AMSINCK & Cs 
P. O. Box 242, 


Dreoodn TaieaRavioa : 


AMSINCK. New York, June 23rd., 1903. 


Chas. E. Sarber, Esq., 
Engraver at the U.S. Mint, 
BeBck LvAeD Ei her H IGAP Fas 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 22nd, ig our hands and we learn from same 
that you have made and delivered to the coiner the two additional 
pairs of dies for the coimage of the 200,000 pieces of 5 Bolivares. 
We thank you and beg to enclose our eheck for $40.00 in payment of 
your bill, which we herewith enclose, requesting you to return it 
with your receipt. 


Yours very truly, 


= ied 


E 





G. AMSINCK & C+ 


P. 0. Box 242, 
New York, July 24th., 1005. 


Drgoords TereGravtoa: 
AMSINCK. 


Chas. E. Barber, Esq., 
Engraver at the U. S. Mint, 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
Dear Sir, 
We received your letter of the 23rd. inst. and in reply to 
game, we beg to enclose our check for $20.00 in payment of one sair 
of dies for the coinage of the new lot of 200,000 Five Bolivares pietag 
Kindly send us a recelpted bill, and oblige 
Yours very truly, 


G. AMSIN 3 


_ Copy. 
| @. AMSINCK & Ca, ; 


P.O.Box 242 
New York, September Srd., 1905, 


Direcocidn Telegrafica: 
AMSINCK. 


To the Director of the Mint, 
Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Dear Sir, 

We now take the liberty of requesting you to inform us, at 
your earliest vonvenience, what the cost would be fcr the coinage 
for the Venezuslan Government of 

800,000 pieces of ONE BOLIVAR 

Weight - 5 srams, 
Size --- as per semple, 
Tolerance- @35 thousandth, 
100,000 pteces of 0,50 BOLIVAR 
Weight - 2 grams 50 hundredth, 
Size --- as per sample, 
Tolerance- 835 thousandth, 
100,000 pieces of 0,25 BOLIVAR 
Weight - One gram 25 hundreabh, 
Size --- as per sample, 
Tolerance - 835 thousandth. 
Kindly also let us know the amount of silver, whieh will be requir- 
ed for such goinage; when you can start to coin the money, we be- | 
lieve that we shall be in a position to place the order soon prob- 


ably before middle Of this month; and how many days ahead you must 


The Director of the Mint, -8- 2.1X,03 


have the silver in the migt. 
Awaiting your kind reply, we remain, Dear Sir, 


Yours very truly, 


por pro G, Amsinck & Ca. 
(Signed) G. Riedel. 


Ww 


3 AMSINCK & C*: 
P. O. Box 242. 


oe 4, 
Dregoo16n TELEGRAFIOA: 


AMSINCK. New York, September 8th., 1903. 


Chas. E. Barber, ESqe, 
Engraver at the Mint, 
Pa a LAD BebeP Ht 1) Ay. Fas 
Dear Sir, 

We beg to acknowledge receipt of an answer by Mr. George T. 
Morgan to our letter to you on the 3rd. inst. 

Referring to said letter of ours, we beg to state that we 
erroneously gave you the coinage to be made of the 0,50 bolivar and 
0,25 bolivar to be of 100,000 pieces each. Kindly make it read 

200,000 pieces of 0,60 bolivar 
and ----~--------- 400,000 " * 0,25 # 
The first item given in our said letter, viz 
800,000 pieces of ONE BOLIVAR, is correct. 

We hope to goon Hear from you how many dies will be required 

as well as of the cost of each. 


Yours very truly, 


— a 
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G. AMSINCK & C* New York, September 18, 1903 
P./0. Box 242. 


 Dregooréy TELEGRAFIOA: 
AMSINCK. 


Mr .Chas.E.Barber, 
Engravers Department, J.S.Mint, 
PHILADELPHTA, Pa. 


Dear Sir:- . 

In reply to your favor of the 9th inst.we 
herewith ask you to kindly have the 28 pairs of dies required 
made as soon as possible in order to avoid any delay in the 
coinage. | 

Your bill for these dies will be paid, as usual, on 
presentation. . 
Requesting you to give this matter your prompt attention 





we beg to remain, Dear Sir, . 
Yours very truly, 


ea a 








G. AMSINCK & Ca. New York, Octeber 6, 1903 


P. O. Box 242. 


Dregoorén TaueGRavioa: 
AMSINCK. 


Mr.Chas.E.Barber, 
Engraver of the Mint, 
Superintendent's Office, 
The Mint of the United States, 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
Dear Sir:- 

We beg to acknowledge receipt of vour favor of the 
5th inst. and to thank you for your advice saying that the 
dies for the coinage for the Venezuelan Government are now 
completed, | 

Your bill for preparing the twenty-eight pairs of dies 
in question was also received, and we take much pleasure in 
sending you herein oarchegque for: 

$420.- - on Bank of New York, N.B.A. 
in settlenent of same. Kindly send us a receipted bill. 

Yours very truly, 
G. LE & Co., 


BELG — 


G. AMSINCK & C+: 
P. O. Box 242. 


Direccién Teoma 
AMSINOE. New York, November 9th., 1903. 


Chas. EF. Barber, Esq., 
ENGRAVER AT THE MINT, 
PHE BAD & bP wt Ay Fa. 

Dear Sir, 

We expect to soon place a new order with the Mint for the 
coinage of | 

500,000 (half a million) pieces of TWO BOLIVARES, 
kindly let us know, at your earliest, how many dies there will be 
needed for this coinage and what the cost of each die will be. 


Yours very truly, 


Gs Am s 2 nn, COey 


G. AMSINCK & C+ 
P. O. Box 242. 


Direcoién TELEGRAFIOA: 
AMSINCK. 


New York, November lith., 1903. 


Chas. E. Barbder, ESsq., 
Engraver at the U. S. Mint, 
PH iG ADE LP HT £5 Pas 
Dear Sir, 

We thank you for your prompt reply to our inquiry as 
to cost and how many dies there will be needed for the coinage 
of 500,000 pieces of 2 Bolivares. 

Kindly proceed at once to prepare the 10 (ten) pairs 
of dies required, as per your statement, and note that the date 
is to be 19035 on the coins. 

You will send your bill in the usual way. — 


Yours very truly, . 


NZ 
Glo 0100 v1 
A Megviels 


agin’ 
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AMSINCK & Ca: 
P. O. Box 249. lew York, Neovemba 28, 1903 


Dirgootén TELEGRAFIOA : 
AMSINCK. 


Mr.Chas.%.S3arber, 
Engraver al the U.S.NMint, 
PHIEADMLPHIA, Pa. 
Dear Sir:- 

We are in receipt of vour communication ef the 
25th inst.and are very much obliged to you for the attention 
paid to the matter in question and for vour inquiry. 

We do not know ourselves, what vear is to be stamped on 
the coins and thetfore are unable to givg you any inst Psp 
on that point, MMH LL ; trae ftir pragde SLAF 

Ye request yeu to kindly leave the matter in mea 
until further notice and remain, Dear Sir, 


Yours truly, 


A, Mtlett 7 CR fe 


MO ge 


G. AMSINCK & Cs: 
P. O. Box 242. 


, 
Dirgccién TELEGRAFIOA: 


AMSINCK. 
New York, December 7th., 1903, 


Chas. Eo. Barber, ESQ., 
Engraver at the Mint, 
PHILADEL PH I A; Pa. 
Dear Sir:- 

We beg to reply to your favor of the 2nd. inst. and 
state that we have asked for instructions as to what year is to 
go on the coins, which are now pending for coinage for the Venez- 
uelan Government. AS 800n as we receive the news, we ale commun— 
icate same to you. 


Yours very truly, 


* Pedi 





G. AMSINCK & C+. 
P. 0. Box 242. 


Dirgcorén TELEGRAFIOA : 
AMSINCK. 


New York, December 15th., 1903. 


Chas. E. Barber, Esq., 
Engraver at the Mint, 

PHILADEL PH E A, Fa. 
Dear Sir:- 

Having received the corresponding communication, we 
now are in a position to instruct you to have the year 
"1903" (NINETEEN HUNDRED AND THREE) be put on the coins, now 
pending for coinage for the Venezuelan Government. | 

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter, and oblige 


Yours very truly, 


4 
me —y/) “ es 
Lee war a es YY ey ye) 
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G. AMSINCK & C+ 
P. O. Box 242. 


Dixgooisn TErearagtoa: 
AMSINCK. | 
| 


New York, December clst., 19035. 


GChas. Es Barber, Haq., 
PE fa AD Bei Pe 2 AS Fe. 
Dear Sir:- 

In reply to your letter of the 19th., we beg to hand 
you, herewith our check No. 1456987 --- tor &200.00, in payment 
of ten pairs of coinage dies for Venezuela-coins. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt and oblige . 


Yours very truly, 


G. Ams WH, Lee Cor, 
Zs 
ee ae LEE. 


ENSLOSURE. 


